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Under the background of the economic globalization and marketization 
constantly impacting higher education (HE) and the scale expansion of HE leading to 
the highlights of issues on quality, the accreditation for higher education institutions  
(AHEI), as the main mean and the effective mechanism of external quality assurance 
for HE (QAHE), was born in the United States, and has been widely applied in many 
countries. This thesis takes the United States, United Kingdom and Japan as the 
research objects, which have got outstanding achievements on AHEI in America, 
Europe and Asia respectively, and makes a deep comparison analysis on the AHEI in 
the three countries. Based on it, this thesis explores the fundamental theory of AHEI. 
By doing so, this thesis provides a theoretical reference for making up for the 
deficiency of the theoretical study on AHEI and broadening the theories of QAHE in 
China. More importantly, this thesis will be of much reference value to the innovation 
and practice of the system of external QAHE on the stage of mass HE in China.  
This thesis adopts literature research and comparative research, and performs an 
all round study on AHEI in the US, UK and Japan backing up with theoretical 
framework based on the fundamental theory of AHEI. This thesis includes the 
following four parts:  
Part One serves as an introduction of the background, aims, contents, and 
methodology of this study, and reviews the literatures on AHEI which demonstrates 
the theoretical value and practical meanings of this study.  
Part Two explores the fundamental theories of AHEI from the forming history, 
connotation, functions, types, principles and methods, which provides the theoretical 
basis and analysis framework. This study holds that AHEI refers to the process of 
attesting and approving the qualifications and basic quality of running higher 
education institutions (HEIs) in accordance with a prescribed standard by the 
organization independent of HEIs, and the accrediting subject, standards and 
procedures are the basic dimensions of the study on AHEI.  
Part Three performs a deep depiction and comparative analysis of AHEI in the 
US, UK and Japan from the perspectives of accrediting system, organizations, 














conclusions: (1) The system of AHEI closely links with national politics, economy 
and culture, and directly conditioned by the HE administrative system. Its developing 
process reflects the development tendency of the ―balance between centralization and 
decentralization of HE administration powers‖. (2) The organizations of AHEI is 
diversified, and among which, the third party plays the leading role. Meanwhile, in 
order to meet the HE stakeholders’ appeal to participate in QAHE, each AHEI 
institutions actively recruit HE stakeholders. (3) The standards of AHEI are classified 
by the level and types of HEIs, are formulated by insisting on the combination of 
quality and quantification, universality and individuality, and are revised in time 
according to the development and changes of HE; (4) The process of AHEI regards 
the benign interaction between accrediting bodies and HEIs, and the self assessment 
of HEIs has gradually become one of the core stage in the accrediting process; (5) 
AHEI can be classified into different types according to different criterion, and is 
developing towards collaborative, internal- external combination and 
voluntary-mandatory types.  
Part Four is for the reflection and reference, which respectively discusses the 
relations between AHEI and university attributes, university functions, university 
administration rights, university differentiation, QAHE, HE stakeholders and HE 
internationalization, based on the reflection on the historical and future development 
of AHEI at first; and then depicts the problems of the external QAHE in China, and 
puts forward some suggestions for the future reform on the external QAHE system of 
China in accordance with the experiences of AHEI in the US, UK and Japan.  
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